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Course Overview

In this course you will study the history of the United States by examining five American ideals celebrated since the very beginning of this country’s formation:  equality, rights, liberty, opportunity, and democracy.  While many of us think we already know what these ideals represent, a closer look at the political, economic, social and cultural evidence of American history hopefully will help you throughout the year develop a much more nuanced and textured understanding of what these ideals actually mean.  

Below I have listed the major eras that encompass these ideals and the corresponding units of study we will address in this course.

	Era
	Units

	1. Establishing an American Republic (1492-1896)
	· Getting Oriented

· A Nation and Its Ideals Emerge

· The Growth and Challenges to American Ideals

	2. Industrialism and Reform (1840-1920)
	· Growing Pains and Gains

· The Progressive Era

	3. Expanding American Global Influence (1796-1921)
	· Building an Empire

· World War I

	4. The Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression (1920-1944)
	· The Twenties

· The Great Depression

	5. World War II and the Cold War (1917-1960)
	· World War II

· The Early Cold War

	6. The Search for a Better Life (1945-1990)
	· The Fifties

· The Civil Rights Movement

	7. Tumultuous Times (1954-1980)
	· The Sixties

· The Vietnam War

· The Seventies

	8. The Making of Modern America (1980-Present)
	· The Reagan Revolution

· Framing the Present


My goal for you is two-fold:  to help you (1) to develop a critical eye for studying the history of the United States AND (2) to prepare for the US History Regents exam in June 2009.  To this end you will have ample opportunity to hone your analytical and interpretive skills through a variety of individual and group activities.
Texts and Textbook

While the primary text for this course is The Americans: The History of a People and Nation, you will also have supplementary readings from several different sources including primary documents, current news articles, and articles from scholarly journals.  

Beyond written evidence, you will also have ample opportunity to examine other cultural evidence to help you learn how to interpret different forms of sources that document the American experience. 

You do not need to bring your textbook to class, but you will need it from time to time to complete homework assignments.  If you have a computer available to you, you may also use the electronic version of the textbook online.  (Follow the link from the strongverb.net web page for US History.)

Course Online Resources

Website:  strongverb.net

Besides our physical classroom, you also have a virtual online class website for monitoring and participating in class lectures, readings, activities, and assignments.  Always check the website strongverb.net (drill down to “US History”) for upcoming assignments and tests.  Several assignments will require you to log into a secure website using a user id and password that I will give to you in the first several days of class.

Class materials will generally be made available in one of three formats: Microsoft Word (.doc); Rich text format (.rtf); and Portable document format (.pdf).

You may e-mail me your assignments and papers as long as they are in one of four electronic document formats: (1) Microsoft Word .doc, (2) Rich text format .rtf (3) Portable document format .pdf, (4) Microsoft Powerpoint .ppt.  Please do not send me Microsoft Works documents!
E-mail address:  buchananj@hastings.k12.ny.us

To communicate with me via e-mail, please use my Hastings school district e-mail account:  buchananj@hastings.k12.ny.us. [I will no longer use jsb@aya.yale.edu for school-related business.]

For many assignments you will be able to e-mail me your homework up until midnight of the day that it is due without incurring a late penalty.  Please note:  I generally do not check my e-mail after 3:30PM.  If you have an urgent question, please e-mail me before then.  

Homework

Expect homework every day.  Reading will be assigned for every class topic, and students should expect to complete homework assignments closely tied to the assigned readings.  These assignments are called Reading Notes.  They will be checked on a regularly basis.  (See below.)  Wherever possible, I will post Reading Notes assignments on the strongverb.net website.

Notebooks and Binders.  Keep your Reading Notes in either a spiral notebook or a three-ring binder.  [I recommend a three-ring binder with loose-leaf paper for recording notes, pocket folders for handouts and dividers for organizing and sorting materials.  The advantage to a binder is that it can be opened and re-sorted if notes get out of order.  You can also easily put handouts in the binder by hole-punching them.]

While I will not collect your notebooks, I will check periodically whether you have completed the Reading Notes assignments.  Each Reading Notes assignment will be graded according to the following rubric:

	Grade
	Rubric

	2 points
	· Reading Notes assignment is labeled and dated.

· It is accurately completed.

· It is neat and legible.

	1 point
	· Reading Notes assignment has been completed, but misses several details.

· It is difficult to read.

· It is not labeled or dated.

	0 points
	· Reading Notes assignment has not been completed by the day notebooks were checked.

· It shows no attention to following the directions.

· It has been copied from another student.


If you keep your Reading Notes assignments in a spiral notebook, you should also have a folder to keep handouts, assignment sheets, projects, quizzes, and tests.  You can earn 20 points extra credit by keeping these in a three-ring binder, logically sorted with divider tabs.  

If you plan anyway to keep both Reading Notes assignments and all other handouts together in a three-ring binder, you will already be prepared to earn 20 points extra credit.

Other materials needed.  Several of the Reading Notes assignments require you to cut and paste pictures, maps, and other articles into your notebook.  Still other Reading Notes assignments require drawing.  In order to complete these assignments, you will also need the following:  scissors, glue stick, markers / colored pencils.  If you are missing any of these items, please feel free to borrow them from me.

Blogs and Forums. Several of your homework assignments will require you to record observations in the website blog maintained for your class at strongverb.net.  Other assignments will require you to post responses to the observations of your colleagues in online forums.  If you have access to the internet at home, you will be able to complete these assignments from a home computer.  Otherwise, you will need to use school computers amply located in the library, computer labs, or the Social Studies Department opposite room 229. 
Work Groups

Well after your high school experience, you will find yourself constantly working cooperatively in groups—on the college level, in the workplace, and in political and social organizations. Any course in Social Studies then necessarily should encourage and promote group activity.

Throughout the year, you will continuously work in small groups that I put together.  On occasion I will let you select groups yourselves.  Nevertheless, expect that I will switch groups on a regular basis so that you have the opportunity to work with different people.

For many group projects, I will break out the tasks due for each individual.  Individuals in the group will receive a separate grade for the components they are responsible for.  For some projects, it will be the responsibility of ALL group members to ensure that all tasks are completed by the due date.  Here everyone will get the same grade.  For still other group projects, your fellow classmates will provide grades on evaluation forms, which I will collate and average. 
Grading

Your quarterly grade is calculated by the following formula: total number of points earned divided by the total number of points possible.

For example, a hypothetical student received the following grades over the course of a quarter:

4/5, 8/10, 18/20, 13/15. His total number of points earned is: 4+8+18+13=43. The total number of points possible is: 5+10+20+15=50. The grade for the quarter is 43/50=.86 or 86%.

The list below may give you a general idea of point values for typical assignments:

· Reading Notes assignments - 2 points; checked regularly according to the rubric above.

· Project assignments - depends on the time and effort required, usually 15 to 20 points

· Reading Quizzes - 12 points

· Tests - 50 points
Late Assignments

· If you hand in work with no documented excused absence, you may get no more than 85% of the total points possible for that assignment.

· I will accept no late work past the end of each five-week marking period (1/2 quarters) including assignments due in the fifth week of that marking period.

· If you suspect you will not meet a deadline, see me in advance. I will grant extensions on a case-by-case basis.
Tests and Quizzes

All tests in this course will in some way or another reflect as closely as possible the actual US History Regents exam that you will take at the end of the year.  They will follow exactly the same format:  multiple choice, document-based scaffolding questions and essays (DBQs), and thematic essays.  Quizzes are given only to check for understanding of the reading:  these are brief, often times identifications of major concepts and events.

Leaving the room during class

Only ONE person may leave the room at any given time.

If you need to leave the room, please do the following:  (1) fill out a hall pass which I will sign, and (2) sign the “out-of-room” log.   The hall pass will allow you to prove that you have permission to be outside of the classroom during class periods.  The “out-of-room” log will allow me to keep track of who is outside of the classroom in the event of an evacuation or other emergency. 

Your absence outside of the classroom should last no longer than five minutes.  If you return to class with food or drink, you will receive a referral.

Classroom Behavior and Rules

My classroom is governed by two basic policies:

1. EVERYONE, student and teacher alike, will be treated with respect.  (Putdowns and purposely hurtful comments or actions will not be tolerated.) 

2. No one will be allowed to disrupt the learning process of anyone else.

We will be doing a lot of group work in class. To do so effectively, we need to establish a cooperative, tolerant environment, in which racist, sexist, and homophobic comments will not be allowed. It's okay to disagree with someone, as long as you don't attack that person in a personal, hurtful, nasty way.

Please do not bring your breakfast or lunch to class!  Water is okay, but if we are using computers in class, keep it far away from the machines.

Absence from class:  homework, quizzes and tests

Because the strongverb.net website is available to you at all times, absence from class is not a plausible excuse for not knowing homework, quiz, or test due dates.

If you are absent on the day of a test, you must make up the test at a time of my choosing. If you do not make up tests, quizzes, projects by the end of a quarter, they will be recorded as zero.

Extra Credit

You may do extra-credit to improve your overall grade. The points you obtain through these assignments will be averaged in with your graded points. For example, if you’ve had 4 assignments and scored 8 on each, your average would be (8+8+8+8)/4=8. With a 10 point EC averaged in, it would be (8+8+8+8+10)/5=8.4

You must check with me first before embarking on an extra credit project.

Absence from class -- test and quizzes dates

If you are absent on the day of a test, you must make up the test at a time of my choosing. If you do not make up tests, quizzes, projects by the end of a quarter, they will be recorded as zero.
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